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For the past 10 years, Southern
Colorado Health Network hosted
an annual event in honor of
National Women and Girls HIV/
AIDS Awareness Day on March
10th. This year, Southern Colorado
Health Network will host a virtual livestream program to highlight the impact of HIV on women
and girls. Every year on March 10th—and throughout the month of March—organizations
come together to shed light on the impact of HIV and AIDS on women and girls and show support for those at risk of and living with HIV. This March marks the 14th year of the annual
observation of the National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day and SCHN's 10th year
of hosting this event. Tremendous progress has been made against HIV and AIDS in the U.S.,
but women remain vulnerable to infection—especially Black/African American and
Latinx women.
Join us to learn more through personal stories about the impact HIV has on women and girls
in our community. And more importantly, learn how by working together we can end the
epidemic.

Despite COVID-19 restrictions, we are excited to announce this year's event will be
held virtually! This year we will be joined by keynote speakers:
 Colorado House Majority Leader Daneya Esgar from Pueblo, Colorado
 Colorado Health Network's Chief Operating Officer, Jessica Kobylinski
 Infectious Disease Specialist, Dr. Betsy Kleiner

National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day
Tuesday, March 10th Virtual program begins at 12pm on Facebook
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MYRA McCOY JOINS SCHN AS A BILINGUAL CASE MANAGER

Myra McCoy was born in Colorado Springs, grew up in Texas, and is now
back to stay. Not just stay but to enrich those around her.
She has been giving back to the community, in every community, for over
15 years. She started as an assistant at a special needs adult day facility
and has grown from there. These goals and ideals spurned her forward
to continue her education and earn her degree. She has worked with
several organizations in Texas and Colorado to increase the quality of life
for those persons who struggle with every day tasks, be it in the
workplace or home training.
As a member of the LGBTQIA+ community, Myra experiences how it can
be defeating to have someone judge you in just your sexual orientation. This causes so
many disconnects between the patient and the medical field. Myra wants to help bridge that
gap.
Myra has her degree as a Deaf Support Specialist and is bilingual (Spanish/English). This
has opened many opportunities for her, but she always comes back to helping people. This
is her calling.
“I am excited and encouraged to get back into my community again,” said Myra. “I look
forward to making my community safe, healthy and happy.”

Taryn Gale, PharmD, Joins SCHN Regional Council

Taryn Gale, Pharmacist and manager of Community
Walgreens has joined SCHN’s Regional Council.
Originally from Colorado Springs, Taryn completed
her Doctor of Pharmacy degree at the University of
Colorado School of Pharmacy. In her role as pharmacist, Taryn has collaborated for
many years with SCHN staff to ensure clients receive high quality care. Taryn is very
familiar with HIV and PrEP medications, ADAP and insurance processes for people
living with HIV. Regional Council members are called upon to be an ambassador for
the organization and enhance support and awareness of the mission of SCHN.
We are thrilled to have Taryn involved with SCHN. Welcome, Taryn!
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CHN Community Advisory Board (CAB) for Clients
Would you like the opportunity to meet other people living with HIV?
Ask questions about services you receive?
Learn about new services?
Learn important information that can help you with your health care?
Have a voice in service delivery?
If you answered yes to these questions, the Community Advisory Board (CAB) might be a great opportunity for
you. The Community Advisory Board (CAB) meets monthly. The CAB meetings are held on the first Thursday of every
month from 1-2:15pm.
If interested please RSVP to Victoria Schreiber Victoria.Schreiber@coloradohealthnetwork.org or call her at
303-962-5309.
Once you let Victoria know you want to attend, you will receive a meeting invitation with login information. If you have
additional questions about the CAB, please connect with your Case Manager. A release of information/confidentiality
statement is required to participate in the monthly CAB meetings.

Experiencing Challenges due to COVID-19?
COVID has really affected a lot of people in the past year. If you have
been affected by COVID in anyway, please contact your case manager to
see if you qualify for assistance. We would love to see if we could
provide additional support through these difficult times.
SECOND ROUND OF COVID-19
UNINSURED ENROLLMENT IS NOW HAPPENING
The SCHN Health Access team is now working on a second round of enrollment efforts on behalf of
uninsured SDAP participants. The extended COVID-19 special enrollment period started Feb. 8th
and will run through May 15th.
This Connect for Health Colorado marketplace special enrollment period is for people
who are without health insurance. You qualify if you currently don’t have health
insurance; have recently lost your health insurance; will lose your health insurance soon.
Current enrollees are not allowed to use this enrollment period to change their plan unless they
experience another qualified life change event. Individuals can take advantage of this enrollment
period on-exchange or off-exchange. Contact a SCHN Health Access Program Coordinator or call
SCHN at 719-578-9092 to get connected.
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@SouthernCHN
ACCESS POINT PUEBLO UPDATE

Greetings from Pueblo! So far this year, Access Point Pueblo has had 45 overdose reversals reported. For the
month of February, Access Point Pueblo participants reported positive fentanyl results in 71% of heroin and
65% of meth. Access Point Pueblo staff have had a lot of good conversations with
participants around how they keep themselves safe when it is hard to find a supply that is
fentanyl free.
With the cold snap, Access Point Pueblo staff were able to pool resources and get cold
weather supplies out to participants and community members. With Front Range Clinic
comfortably settled as a part of Tuesday programming, more and more participants are
being linked to clinicians to discuss treatment options to find recovery that will work for
them.
Access Point Pueblo has been working with the Pueblo Department of Public Health and Environment to gain a
better understanding of substance use in the community through data. Access Point Pueblo is just a small piece
of the puzzle, but the APP staff is excited that the data is being shared with the wider community.

SYRINGE ACCESS SURVEY
The Prevention team at SCHN is seeking feedback from El Paso County residents who use drugs about their
needs, including how they are currently accessing harm reduction supplies. If you or someone you know are
interested in providing anonymous feedback about what you would like to see in a Colorado Springs-based
syringe access program, please consider taking the survey at the link provided below and/or reach out to
Melissa Chizmar, Prevention Services Manager, at prevention.secure@coloradohealthnetwork.org. Paper
surveys are available!

Access Point Pueblo

Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter!

Free, sterile supplies available for those
who need them. Tuesday & Thursday
10am-12:00pm & 1:30pm-4:00pm

Are you interested in receiving the Positive
Press through e-mail? If so, please contact
your Case Manager to be added to our e-mail list!
You’ll get the newest Positive Press in the fastest
way possible, and you’ll save some trees, too!

Southern Colorado Health Network

8 0 7 N. G r e e n w o o d S t . , S t e 2 0 0
Pueblo, CO 81003

https://www.facebook.com/SoColoAIDSProj
719-621-1105
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