Positive Press
The Official Newsletter of the Southern Colorado Health Network

March 2022
Volume 15. Issue 3

Join us for our Women and Girls Virtual Lunch and
Celebration on March 10th from 12 pm to 1 pm!

SCHN Red Ribbon Ball 2020
May 9, 2020 Antlers Hotel

We will discuss advancements and work within the HIV
medical community and Southern Colorado Health
Network’s impact within our local communities!
Spend time in open conversations with Southern Colorado
Health Network's team members, Victoria Lopez and
Melissa Chizmar, and highly-respected Colorado Springs
Infectious Disease Specialist, Dr. Betsy Kleiner. Our team
members will give us a peek at the amazing work being
accomplished, and Dr. Kleiner will share updates and
progress from her perspective. There will be time for open
discussion and Q&A. It will be exciting!
We are looking forward to you joining us virtually: March 10th from 12 pm to

1pm at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84506666768; Meeting ID: 845 0666

6768. SEE YOU THERE!
The RRB “Ball is Back” and In-Person: Saturday, April 9 at 6 p.m.
Join us for an outrageously fun evening to support programs and services for
our fellow community members impacted by HIV here in the Pikes Peak
region. This year’s Gala offers AIDS Quilts for viewing, exciting entertainment with Gabby Butz’in, Auction, Music and Dancing, Paddle Raise, Videos,
and so much more! The Red Ribbon Ball serves as Southern Colorado Health
Network’s signature fundraising benefit.

Antlers Hotel, 4 S Cascade Ave, Colorado Springs CO 80903
Saturday, April 9, 6:00 pm
Tickets On Sale Now: Individual $125 each; Tables of Ten $1,000
RSVP in one of the following ways:

Online at https://coloradohealthnetwork.org/events/red-

ribbon-ball-2/
Or by calling SCHN 719.578.9092
SCHN CS: 1301 S. 8th St. Color ado Spr ings, CO 80905
SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200, Pueblo, CO 81003
www.coloradohealthnetwork.org

Phone: 719/578.9092
Phone: 719/225.8682
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ACCESS POINT PUEBLO UPDATE
By Sarah Money, Syringe Access Program Manager
Access Point Pueblo (APP) has seen lower volume over the past few months. Cold weather, transportation, and personal needs have been barriers for many folx. There are fires happening often
in the camps and APP has tried to support clients with food, clothing, and an assortment of other
items.
Despite less visits, APP has seen a huge increase in overdose reversals. APP helped with 76
overdose reversals in
January and another 22 reported through February 23. The average
number per month was around 34 in 2021. APP staff are talking with participants and other harm reductionists to determine reasons and to strategize how to address the rapid increase in overdoses.
Despite lower volume, APP staff have remained busy. APP underwent a large data audit, cleaning and all historical data
for Access Point (starting in July 2014!) is being compiled. APP staff have been working with PDPHE to provide Narcan
trainings to local businesses and organizations. APP staff trained staff from the 10th Judicial district and Friendly Harbor
in January, and have a few trainings lined up with childcare providers and the Pueblo Rescue Mission.
APP staff is strategizing and planning the expansion of People Picking Up Points, which is possible through the ARPA
funding received in November. On February 19, prevention staffers Lizzy Settipani and Sarah Money attended a community trash clean-up, organized by PDPHE, and were able to make connections to continue supporting cleanup efforts.
The past few months have been uplifting with the support seen from the community. APP staffers had a few opportunities
to speak with the media and have gotten a lot of positive feedback from APP participants. APP had a really special Google
review from a participant, sharing that he is now sober and it was due to the APP staff believing in him.
APP is continuing to do work in the outlying counties. APP staffer Christine Charron has spearheaded networking and conversations to try and introduce HIV prevention and SAP services out east. In early February, APP applied for a SAMHSA
grant to support the expansion of mobile services out east. Working with these counties includes opioid settlement funds
and Pueblo is in the same target region. APP is actively involved in 3 avenues: with PDPHE/SURE, with the Otero-Crowley
Substance Use Coalition, and representation at the regional meetings.

KYLE MELTZER IS THE NEW PUEBLO PREVENTION TEAM INTERN
My name is Kyle Meltzer and I am from Fort Collins,
CO. I am a senior at Colorado State University-Pueblo
studying health science with a public health emphasis.
This semester I am interning at Access Point Pueblo. I
am very interested in the field of harm reduction and
am excited to have the opportunity to learn from and
work with the SCHN prevention team.
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SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200 Pueblo, CO 81003
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THE IMPORTANCE OF NATIONAL WOMEN AND GIRLS HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY
National Women and Girls HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NWGHAAD) is an annual, nationwide observance, led
by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office on Women’s Health. Every year on March 10—
and throughout the month of March—local, state, federal, and national organizations come together to shed
light on the impact of HIV and AIDS on women and girls and show support for those at risk of and living with
HIV. This year marks the 17th annual observance of NWGHAAD.
There are approximately 250,000 women and girls in the United States who are living with HIV. The most
recent statistics show that women account for about 1 in 4 new HIV diagnoses. These diagnoses among
women are primarily attributed to heterosexual sexual contact (87%) or injection drug use (12%).
Progress continues to be made towards eliminating HIV/AIDS in the U.S. However, HIV/AIDS is still a
public health issue and women remain vulnerable to infection—especially African-American and Hispanic
women. African-American women account for the largest share of new diagnoses among women in the U.S.
Poverty, sigma, medical mistrust, and fear of discrimination often prevent some women from getting tested or
from seeking care.
An estimated 14% of transgender women have HIV. Transgender women experience stigma and
discrimination and often encounter healthcare providers or clinics lacking knowledge of transgender issues or
proper inclusive language. These all pose obstacles to HIV testing, prevention, and care that can be addressed
among transgender women.
There are steps we can all take to protect ourselves, our partners, our family, and our neighbors. By working
together, we can help eliminate HIV and improve the quality of treatment and care for people currently living
with HIV.

THE IMPORTANCE OF NATIONAL NATIVE HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY
National Native HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NNHAAD) is observed annually on March 20. It is a national mobilization effort designed to encourage American Indians, Alaska Natives and Native Hawaiians across the United
States and Territorial Areas to get educated, get tested, get involved in prevention and, if positive, get treated
for HIV.
NNHAAD was founded in 2007 by three collaborating agencies whom at the time were called the National
Native Capacity Building Assistance (CBA) Network. The three agencies included Commitment to Action for 7th
-Generation Awareness & Educations, Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc., and National Native American AIDS
Prevention Center.

The three network agencies have been funded by the CDC to provide capacity building assistance to Native
organizations, tribes, state health departments, and any Native-serving organizations. Since the founding of
NNHAAD, the collaborative partnership has grown significantly.
When founded in 2007, the first day of spring was the date chosen to observe NNHAAD. This day was chosen
by individuals in the community who acknowledged that in many Native cultures across the U.S., spring represents a time of equality and balance and is considered a time of profound change, new beginnings and birth.

LEAP REMINDER: The Colorado Springs Utilities Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP)
runs through April 30, 2022. Call 1-866-432-8435 to receive an application or for additional
information.
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SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200 Pueblo, CO 81003
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Deadlines Approaching for Health Access/Insurance
Medicaid Forced Passing has been extended through April 16th! This means that for those who are on Medicaid currently,
your benefits will not end until after April 16th, even if you no longer qualify for Medicaid based on income. Clients who
were instructed to look in their mail for a letter from Medicaid about their Medicaid Forced Passing should still keep an
eye out on the mail, and notify your Case Manager or Health Access Program Coordinator if you receive anything from
Medicaid. We should still expect a wave of Medicaid redetermination notices coming in the mail, but now we’re expecting
them later in the spring.
Open Enrollment has likewise been extended-for people without creditable coverage, affected by the Boulder fires or
COVID-19. Connect for Health Colorado will offer a Special Enrollment Period through March 16th. This is another historical
opportunity for people who are currently uninsured to enroll in coverage for 2022. If you do not have coverage through an
employer, spouse, Medicaid or Medicare, please contact a Health Access Program Coordinator or your Case Manager to
schedule an enrollment appointment over the phone.
Clients on Marketplace Insurance: if you have not yet, please send your Health Access Program Coordinator a premium
invoice for your 2022 plan. We need at least one invoice from your new plan to confirm that your enrollment went through
properly and that we’re sending the proper amount on your behalf each month. If you haven’t received an invoice for your
new plan yet, please contact your insurance carrier to confirm that they have the correct address for you on file-you
should likely be receiving mail.

REMINDER: CHECK MAIL, EMAIL (INCLUDING SPAM) FOR INFO ABOUT YOUR HEALTH INSURANCE

RACHEL SCHILLER RETURNS TO SCHN AS THE NEW CLIENT SERVICES MANAGER
Rachel Schiller, a familiar face around here, has returned to become the Client Services Manager for SCHN.
Rachel started her case management career with SCHN in October of 2017. She was promoted to SCHN Critical
Events/Lead Case Manager in August of 2020. She stayed in that role for SCHN until July of 2021. At that point
in time, she was selected to be a Client Services Manager in the CHN office in Denver.
When asked about the transition back to SCHN, Rachel had this to say:
“I am so excited and thrilled to be returning to my home office in Colorado Springs. There are so many people,
staff and Clients that I look forward to seeing and conncecting with again, or getting to know for the first time. As
the new CSM at SCHN, I will focus on supporting this excellent team of Case Managers to ensure that they can
continue to provide quality services for our Clients and to meet their evolving needs. I invite Clients to reach out
and ask for me directly if there are any needs or concerns regarding your services here, or reach out if you simply would like to meet me or catch up.”

Access Point Pueblo

Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter!

Free, sterile supplies available for those
who need them. Tuesday & Thursday
10am-12:00pm & 1:30pm-4:00pm

Are you interested in receiving the Positive
Press through e-mail? If so, please contact
your Case Manager to be added to our e-mail list!
You’ll get the newest Positive Press in the fastest
way possible, and you’ll save some trees, too!

Southern Colorado Health Network

8 0 7 N . Gr e en wo od St. , St e 2 0 0
P u eb lo , CO 8 10 0 3

https://www.facebook.com/SoColoAIDSProj
719-621-1105
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