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We can’t wait to see you.. 

The Red Ribbon Ball is back! 

 

Join us for an exciting evening on 

Saturday, April 9th at 6pm 

 Quilt panels from the National AIDS Memorial 

 Meet and Greet and performances with Colorado 

Icon Gabbriella But’zin 

 Sit down dinner and cocktails 

 Music, dancing, and so much more.. 

Don't miss out...tickets on 

sale now! 

Individual Tickets $125 

Table for 10 $1000   

Purchase tickets at link for tickets:  

rebrand.ly/RedRibbonBall2022 or 

 call  719/578-9092 

 

* In order to keep attendees and the communities we serve safe, proof of COVID-19 vaccination 
(vaccine card or photo of card), or a negative COVID-19 test result within 48 hours will be required for 
entry. Limited onsite COVID-19 testing will be available.  
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ACCESS POINT PUEBLO UPDATE 
By Sarah Money, Syringe Access Program Manager 

 

Access Point Pueblo (APP) saw an uptick in visits in March!  After a few quiet months, APP staff is 

happy to see people not seen in a while.  APP recently started offering safe smoking and snorting 

supplies to help reduce the risk of HIV/HCV transmission, reduce the risk of overdose via educa-

tion and provide access to naloxone and fentanyl test strips for people who aren’t injecting 

drugs.  APP is now seeing new faces and always grateful when folx learn about, and engage in 

APP services. 

 

Overdose rates are high this year, with 157 lives reported saved.  Over 70% of heroin and meth tested contains fentanyl 

right now.  On average, it takes more than two average doses of naloxone/Narcan to reverse an overdose due to fenta-

nyl.  In good news, there is a new naloxone product available called Kloxxado™.  Kloxxado™ is similar to Narcan®, but is 

twice the strength and made by a different manufacturer.  APP can’t keep it in stock here!  A few people report using 

Kloxxado™ already.  They really appreciated how quickly the medication worked.   

 

In response to more media reports of fentanyl, APP staffers are spending time researching to provide education and over-

dose prevention materials to the greater community.  There has been more interest in Narcan® trainings from individuals 

and organizations.  APP staffers will be training two different child service providers in April and working to confirm train-

ings with a few other organizations  

 

With ARPA funding awarded in November, APP has been prepping to expand People Picking Up Points to the greater com-

munity.  Materials are being purchased, marketing materials are being finalized, and the plan is to formally launch within 

the next two months.   

 

STI/HIV/HCV testing in Pueblo also saw an uptick in March!  On March 30, prevention staff are having the first outreach 

testing event (ever!) at CSU-Pueblo.  SCHN has been able to advertise in advance and already had a few students contact 

us for testing.  At the end of April, prevention staff will be hosting a testing event at Adams State University in Alamosa.  As 

the only free STI/HIV/HCV testing location in Pueblo, prevention staff is working to raise awareness of prevention services 

across the community.  Staff are reviewing current procedures and cross-training on testing to meet the increased inter-

est.   

SPRING RESOURCE FAIR SLATED FOR MAY 18 AT THE SCHN PUEBLO OFFICE 
 

The SCHN Pueblo office is holding a Spring Resource Fair on    

Wednesday, May 18th , from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the SCHN             

parking lot located at 807 North Greenwood Street. 

 

Access Point Pueblo (APP) will distribute donated clothes and 

snacks as well as train members of the public on how to use 

Narcan, distributing doses of the lifesaving medication to those 

that wish to carry it. APP will also provide walk-in HIV/Hep-C/STI 

testing for folks that want to know their status.  

 

SCHN will also have a collection of community partners tabling 

at the fair offering free swag as well as  on-the-spot services 

such as LEAD: Pueblo’s Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion 

program, Friendly Harbor, Green Chile Bike Bank, Vivent Health 

and the Colorado Pet Pantry. 

 

A more detailed description of the fair will appear in the May issue of the Positive Press.  

807 N Greenwood St., Pueblo, CO 81003 
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NATIONAL YOUTH HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY IS APRIL 10 

National Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness Day (NYHAAD) is observed annually on 

April 10. In 2013, Advocates for Youth founded NYHAAD along with several 

other organizations concerned about new HIV infections in young people. 

NYHAAD is a day to educate the public about the impact of HIV and AIDS on 

young people. The day also highlights the advocacy of young people in the 

U.S. around linking people to services, providing sexual health resources, 

and HIV education.  

Today’s young people are the first generation who have never known a 

world without HIV and AIDS. The most current stats available from the CDC 

reported that young people aged 13 to 24 made up 21 per cent of the new 

HIV diagnoses in the U.S. and dependent areas. In addition, young people living with HIV are the least likely of 

any group to be linked to care in a timely manner and have a suppressed viral load. 

The NYHAAD Bill of Rights outlines the changes needed to accomplish the dream of a generation free of HIV 

stigma: ARTICLE 1—THE RIGHT TO LIVE FREE FROM OPPRESSION; ARTICLE 2—THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION; AR-

TICLE 3—THE RIGHT TO PREVENTION; ARTICLE 4—THE RIGHT TO TREATMENT AND CARE; ARTICLE 5—THE 

RIGHT TO LIVE WITHOUT CRIMINALIZATION, DISCRIMINATION AND STIGMA. 

For additional information about NYHAAD, go to www.advocatesforyouth.org/nyhaad/  

LEAP REMINDER: The Colorado Springs Utilities Low-Income Energy Assistance Program (LEAP) 

runs through April 30, 2022. Call 1-866-432-8435 to receive an application or for additional 

APRIL 18 IS NATIONAL TRANSGENDER HIV TESTING DAY 

National Transgender HIV Testing Day (NTHTD) is observed annually on April 18 to recognize the importance of 

routine HIV testing, status aware-

ness, and continued focus on HIV 

prevention and treatment efforts 

among transgender and gender 

non-binary people. 

NTHTD was established by the 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and the University of San Francisco Transgender Center of Excellence. This year, the CDC is 

focusing on raising awareness about self-testing options. While the availability of in-person HIV testing options 

has been affected by COVID-19, HIV self-testing allows people to take an HIV test and find out their result in 

their own home or other private location. 

You can help raise awareness of HIV testing, address stigma and other barriers that prevent access to care, 

and encourage transgender people to get tested and know their status by using Let’s Stop HIV Together cam-

paign resources. The Let’s Stop HIV Together campaign is part of the national Ending the HIV Epidemic in the 

U.S. initiative.  

For additional information, go to www.cdc.gov or www.HIV.gov .  

http://www.advocatesforyouth.or/nyhaad/
http://www.cdc.gov
http://www.HIV.gov
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Positive Press 

 

Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter!     

Are you interested in receiving the Positive 
Press through e-mail? If so, please contact 
your Case Manager to be added to our e-mail list! 
You’ll get the newest Positive Press in the fastest 

way possible, and you’ll save some trees, too! 
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN  

Access Point Pueblo 

Free, sterile supplies available for those 
who need them. Tuesday & Thursday 

10am-12:00pm & 1:30pm-4:00pm 

Southern Colorado Health Network 
807 N.  Greenwood St . ,  Ste  200  

Pueblo ,  CO 81003  
719-621-1105 

 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN  

HEY719, AN LGBTQIA2+ COMMUNITY CENTER, SET TO OPEN IN APRIL 
 

When HEY719 officially opens this month, some of the big gaps in services for the Colorado Springs LGBTQIA2+ community will no 

longer exist. When it opens, HEY719 will be a queer community center that offers free sexual 

healthcare services, outreach, and HIV/HEP C/STI testing for everybody. HEY719 will also be a center to 

gather for events and educational workshops, meet other like-minded residents, advocate for certain 

causes, and hang out without feeling threatened. 

HEY719 is located at 2230 W. Colorado Avenue in Colorado Springs (Old Colorado City). It will operate 

under the direction of SCHN Regional Director Jaime Harrell and SCHN Prevention Services Manager 

Melissa Chizmar. 

“We are inching closer to our April opening,” said Chizmar. “We will launch the HEY719 website soon, as 

well as share our new phone number. 

“Thanks to some hard work from our Facilities Manager Tim Kiehn, we finished painting in March and 

moved in most of the furniture, including a velvet couch. HEY719 is recruiting volunteers, so if interested, call the SCHN Colorado 

Springs office at 719/578-9092. 

In the meantime, keep an eye on the CHN website, www.coloradohealthnetwork.org, or call 719/578-9092 for grand opening details. 

2022 DENVER PRIDEFEST SLATED FOR JUNE 25-26 
The 2022 Denver PrideFest will feature a two-day festival. The weekend kicks off with the Pride 5K run 

on Saturday morning, June 25. Following the run, the two-day festival celebration gets underway at Civic 

Center Park. 

The Fest includes more than 250 exhibitors, 30 food and beverage vendors, and live performances all 

weekend long. Festivities begin at 9:30 a.m. Sunday, June 26, with colorful floats, marchers, music, and 

more at the annual Coors Light PrideFest Parade. 

For additional information, go to www.DenverPride.org or check out Denver Pride on Facebook. 

PIKES PEAK PRIDE 2022 WILL BE JULY 23-24 AT ACACIA PARK 
Pikes Peak Pride 2022 will be heading back to downtown Colorado Springs for the first time in several years. 

The community event will be two full days, Saturday-Sunday/July 23-24, in Acacia Park and will feature ven-

dor booths, food trucks, a beer garden, high energy entertainment, and a fabulous parade on Sunday morn-

ing.  

Pikes Peak Pride 2022 honors the active and diverse achievements of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 

transgender communities of Colorado. This is a chance for all LGBTQIA2+ Coloradans to celebrate their 

achievements and remind the world that they exist while raising awareness. 

To become a sponsor, exhibitor, food vendor, or parade participant, go to www.pikespeakpride.org . 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN
http://www.coloradohealthnetwork.org
http://www.DenverPride.org
http://www.pikespeakpride.org

