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SCHN PUEBLO OFFICE RESOURCE FAIR A HUGE SUCCESS.
On May 18, SCHN’s Pueblo office staged a highly successful inaugural
Resource Fair on site. Fourteen community partner agencies participated in the event, and some provided immediate direct services to those
in attendance such as employment opportunities, free meals, clothes,
bike repair, and haircuts. Thanks to the following organizations for making this initial event a success: Friendly Harbor Community Center,
Crossroads’ Turning Points, Inc., Law Enforcement Assisted Diversion,
Pueblo Community Health Center, Pueblo Department of Health, Center
Beauty College, Homeless Assistance League, Vivent Health, Green Chile
Bike Bank, Volunteers of America, Colorado Pet Pantry, One Colorado,
Latino Chamber of Commerce, and the Senior Resource Development
Agency, Inc. SCHN’s prevention, Access Point Pueblo, Latinx, and case
management programs also participated in the fair.
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S C H N S ta f f N ew s : 2 P ro m o t i o n s ; 2 N ewc o m e r s
CARLY EMMEL PROMOTED TO REGIONAL HEALTH ACCESS POST
Colorado Health Network (CHN) Health Access Program Manager Todd Grove recently announced
that SCHN Health Access Program Coordinator Carly Emmel had been promoted to CHN Regional
Health Access Program Manager.
“I will be working with Health Access Program Coordinators in our CHN regional offices and the team
of Denver-based Health Access staff,” said Carly. “I hope to work with the statewide Health Access
team to improve the experience for clients and staff alike. You can continue to reach out to me with
questions while CHN looks for a new Health Access Program Coordinator to take over my caseload.”
Carly came on board as a Health Access Program Coordinator in March of 2020. She is bilingual
(English/French), spent time as an International Health Education Intern in Togo and was a volunteer with the Peace Corps and the
AIDS Resource Center of Wisconsin.

CORRI MERCY RECEIVES SCHN PREVENTION PROMOTION
Last month, Corri Mercy (they/them/their) was promoted to the position of Lead Prevention
Services Coordinator in the SCHN Colorado Springs office. Corri had been serving as the People
Who Use Drugs (PWUD) Services Coordinator since August 2021.
“Corri has been instrumental in increasing visibility and community buy-in for our harm reduction efforts through the Love Alive campaign,” said Melissa Chizmar, SCHN Prevention Services
Manager. “Corri is a passionate advocate for our participants and clients and has demonstrated incredible flexibility and natural leadership as we have grown the SCHN prevention team
and programs.”
In the new role, Corri will take on more responsibility for day-to-day operations when Chizmar is
off-site as well as volunteer recruitment and oversight. They will also continue to be an excellent resource to staff, clients, program
participants, and the community regarding substance use and sexual health.

SCHN SPRINGS OFFICE NEWEST CASE MANAGER: HANNAH MAHAFFEY
Hi everyone! My name is Hannah and my pronouns are she/her/hers. I am so excited to be part of SCHN
and I look forward to working with everyone.
I love to sing karaoke. I identify as the L in the LGBTQ community and have been with my partner for
nearly 13 years. We do not have any children, but we have two fur babies named Baby and Bijou. I can
make sushi, miso soup and rice balls from scratch.
I only need a few more hours to earn my B.S. degree in social work from UCCS. Last but not least, I have
a heart for helping people and if anyone ever needs anything, please know that you can always come to
me.

MAGALY MARTIN LATEST EDITION TO THE SCHN SPRINGS PREVENTION TEAM
Hello, all! My name is Magaly Martin and I am so happy to be joining the team as a Bilingual Prevention Services Coordinator.
I am originally from Albuquerque, NM. I am currently working on my B.S. degree in Criminal Justice through
Excelsior College and serve in the Air National Guard out of Beale Air Force Base in California. I hope to be
able to transfer to a more local unit in the near future.
When there is free time, I like yoga, hiking, reading, and true crime. This is a brand new experience in a more
community involved role, but exciting as SCHN’s mission is a very noble one. Looking forward to meeting all
of you as time goes on.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, June 4—Inside Out Youth Services Pride & Prom (www.InsideOuts.org)
Sunday, June 5—HIV Long-Term Survivors Day (www.hltsad.org)
Friday, June 10—Rock The Red fundraiser in Fort Collins (www.coloradohealthnetwork.org)
Saturday, June 18—HEY719 Resource Fair (www.hey719.org) or 719-357-4188
Saturday/Sunday, June 25-26—Denver PrideFest (www.DenverPride.org)
Monday, June 27—National HIV Testing Day (www.hiv.gov)
Saturday, July 16—Bar Wars fundraiser for CHN in Denver (www.coloradohealthnetwork.org)
Saturday/Sunday, July 23-24—Pikes Peak Pride event at Acacia Park (www.pikespeakpride.org)
Sunday, August 21—Pueblo Pride, Mineral Palace Park (www.socoequality.org)
Saturday/Sunday, August 26-27—San Luis Valley PrideFest in Alamosa (www.slvpride.org)
Sunday, August 27—Festival For Life 5K Walk/Run fundraiser for CHN (www.coloradohealthnetwork.org
Friday/Saturday, Sept. 30/Oct.1—Annual Women’s Retreat

Colorado Springs Health Foundation Awards Grant Money to SCHN
The Colorado Springs Health Foundation has generously awarded a $60,000 grant to
support Southern Colorado Health Network’s Integrated and Comprehensive Programs
and a $25,000 grant for a pilot Transitional Housing Project. We are excited to be
partnering with the Colorado Springs Health Foundation to target immediate health care
needs and encourage healthy living for individuals living in El Paso and Teller Counties.

Annual Women’s Retreat Slated for Sept. 30/Oct. 1
All female and non-binary clients of CHN are invited to participate in the 2022 Women’s Retreat scheduled for Sept. 30/
Oct. 1! The retreat is spearheaded by the SCHN Behavioral Health Department and will be virtual/online this year. More
details will be available in the coming months. Please reach out to your case manager or to the Behavioral Health
Department for more details by calling 719-578-9092.

HEALTH ACCESS/INSURANCE UPDATE
Medicaid Forced Passing has been extended another 60 days! If you have already
received a notice that your Medicaid will be terminating, please disregard the notice
until we receive further information on the updated date for the end of Medicaid
Forced passing.
PLEASE REMEMBER: self-terminating one’s Medicaid disqualifies someone from

enrolling on the Marketplace with a Special Enrollment Period. That means, if
someone cancels their own Medicaid before the official end of Forced Passing, they
will not be eligible for insurance through the Marketplace until January 2023. Please
consult your Health Access Program Coordinator or Case Manager about your
Medicaid eligibility and any letters you receive from Medicaid.
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JUNE 5 IS HIV LONG-TERM SURVIVORS DAY
On June 5, 1981, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported in the
Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report the first cases of what would later be known as
AIDS. With the development of highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART), also known as
combination antiretroviral therapy, the prognosis and life expectancy of people with HIV
has increased significantly.
Tez Anderson founded HIV Long-Term Survivors Awareness Day (HLTSAD) on June 5,
2014, to honor long-term survivors of HIV and raise awareness of their needs, health issues, and journeys. The 2022 theme for HLTSAD is: “Mobilize to Thrive: Prioritizing Quality of Life.”
Some health concerns faced by long-term survivors relate to the consequences of decades of HIV treatment. The toxicity of many early HIV treatments caused life-altering side
effects and, in addition, many HIV-associated non-AIDS conditions occur more frequently in older persons with HIV.
Before the development of HAART, people infected with HIV died within two years of the onset of AIDS in most cases. Recently, researchers found a 9.1 year difference in overall life expectancy between people living with HIV and uninfected
people. The difference was smaller (6.8 years) for individuals living with HIV who initiated treatment when they were still
healthy, emphasizing the importance of taking HIV medicines as soon as possible after HIV is diagnosed. The CDC estimates that 1.2 million people in the US are living with HIV and more than half of them are age 50 and older.

NATIONAL HIV TESTING DAY IS JUNE 27
On June 27th each year, National HIV Testing Day (NHTD) is observed as a day to emphasize
and encourage HIV testing.
This year, NHTD is observed as COVID-19 and HIV epidemics continue to affect our communities, the nation, public health departments, and healthcare facilities. As we approach
NHTD, community partners should be recognized for their vital services that make HIV testing simple, accessible, affordable, and routine.
The NHTD theme for 2022 is “HIV Testing is Self-Care.” The World Health Organization defines self-care as “the ability of individuals, families, and communities to promote health,
prevent disease, maintain health, and to cope with illness and disability with or without the
support of a healthcare provider.”
The topic of self-care has been particularly prominent during the COVID-19 pandemic as the need for individual and community actions to protect and promote physical and mental health have been so critical. HIV testing is an act of self-care,
and knowledge of status is the gateway to engaging in prevention or treatment services that enable individuals, regardless
of their status, to live a long and healthy life.

Access Point Pueblo

Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter!

Free, sterile supplies available for those
who need them. Tuesday & Thursday
10am-12:00pm & 1:30pm-4:00pm

Are you interested in receiving the Positive
Press through e-mail? If so, please contact
your Case Manager to be added to our e-mail list!
You’ll get the newest Positive Press in the fastest
way possible, and you’ll save some trees, too!
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN
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