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PIKES PEAK PRIDE 2022 WILL BE JULY 23-24
SCHN Red
Ribbon
Ball
2020
IN ALAMO SQUARE PARK
Peak PrideAntlers
2022 will be two full
days (10 a.m. to 7 p.m.,
May 9, Pikes
2020
Hotel
Saturday-Sunday, July 23-24) of vendor booths, food trucks, beer
garden, and high energy entertainment to include a fabulous parade
on Sunday. The event will take
place in Alamo Square Park
surrounding the Pioneers
Museum.

Sunday, July 24, will be family
day with lots of booths and
games for the youngsters in attendance. It will also be the day for the
parade which will start at 11 a.m. The parade route will be from
Acacia Park to Alamo Square Park via Tejon Street.
Pikes Peak Pride 2022 honors the active and diverse achievements of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender communities of Colorado. This is an opportunity for all LGBTQ+ Coloradans to celebrate
achievements while raising awareness in the community.

Pueblo Pride returns
to Mineral Palace
Park on Sunday,
August 21, 2022!

SLV PrideFest is
back and better than
ever! August 27,
2022– SLV Pride
Parade, Cole Park,
11 am to 4 pm!
SCHN CS: 1301 S. 8th St. Color ado Spr ings, CO 80905
SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200, Pueblo, CO 81003
www.coloradohealthnetwork.org
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AC C E S S P O I N T P U EB LO
June went by quickly, with over 1,000 Access Point Pueblo (APP) visits. APP had some staff
shortages but is getting back to full speed. On June 10, APP and Pueblo prevention said goodbye to Lizzy Settipani who had been the Pueblo prevention outreach coordinator for nearly three
years.
We’re excited to hire Kyle Meltzer, our spring prevention intern! Kyle graduated from CSUPueblo in May 2022 with a BA in health sciences. She is passionate about sexual health education and outreach, and connected well with our clients.
We did not have much interest in testing in June, but are planning testing outreach and education for the fall. With a lot of
community engagement recently, we look forward to a busy summer.
We’re excited about opportunities to better serve people who use drugs in and around Pueblo thanks to our community
partners and we are preparing to launch People Picking Up Points (PPUP) in July! The goal is train businesses, organizations, and community members to properly pick up and dispose of syringes found in Pueblo. Please contact us if you
would like to get involved.
This has been a difficult year, with over 300 reported overdose reversals. Fentanyl continues to cast a dark shadow in Colorado. We urge everyone to carry Narcan/naloxone, and to call 911 in the case of an overdose. Please contact us if have
any questions! We are happy to provide Narcan/naloxone, fentanyl test strips, and resources to anyone in the community.
We plan to have information booths at both the Pueblo Pridefest (Aug. 21) and San Luis Valley Pride (Aug. 27), so stop and
say hello if you attend.

PUEBLO PREVENTION INTERNSHIP LEADS TO FULL-TIME POSITION FOR KYLE MELTZER
Sometimes timing seems to be on your side. This was the case for Kyle Meltzer. She was the spring semester college intern in the Pueblo prevention office. In May, Kyle graduated from CSU-Pueblo with a BA in health sciences with a public
health emphasis.
When a position opened up in the Pueblo prevention office in June, Kyle applied for the job, was a natural fit having just
finished the internship and, thus, was hired for the position. “Kyle is passionate about sexual health education and outreach,” said syringe access program manager Sarah Money. “She connected very well with our clients as an intern.”
Kyle had this to say about her new job: “As the newest prevention services coordinator in Pueblo, I am so excited to be
back at SCHN, serving SAP clients and working with the amazing Pueblo prevention team. I look forward to meeting/
working with all of you and if you have any questions feel free to reach out.”

TORI CERVI JOINS SCHN AS A BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CLINICIAN
IN THE PUEBLO OFFICE
“My name is Tori Cervi and my pronouns are she/her/hers. I am the new SCHN behavioral health clinician and my location will be the Pueblo office. I am originally from Pueblo
and received both my undergraduate and graduate degrees in social work from Colorado
State University. I have had the pleasure of working with folks living with HIV in northern
and western Colorado for the past five years and I am so excited to continue this work in
my hometown! In addition to providing behavioral health services, I enjoy rainy weather,
sitting on the porch with my dog, and live music.”
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SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200 Pueblo, CO 81003
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JUNE 18 RESOURCE FAIR AT HEY719 PROVIDES
SERVICES AND INFORMATION
On June 18, the Prevention team at HEY719 and other staff held a resource fair for
the LGBTQ+ community. It also served as an open house for HEY719. Six people
signed up for HIV and STI testing appointments during the fair and attendees were
entered into a raffle for the chance to win a free sex toy!
Notable LGBTQ+ owned and serving organizations/ businesses that took part included Walls Counseling, One Colorado,
Southern Colorado Health Network, Inside Out Youth Services, Roots to Ground Counseling, Sunday Barber Company,
Hot Mess Sports, and Vista Grande Community Church. Thank you to our wonderful staff, volunteers, and vendors for
their hard work in bringing this event to life.

SCHN PRESENTS
THE SIXTH ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT

SCHN PRESENTA
EL SEXTO RETIRO ANUAL DE MUJERES

September 30th & October 1st

del 30 de septiembre y 1 de octubre

We are excited to have you join our virtual retreat
this year. If you are interested, please reach out as
soon as possible because space is limited.
To sign up, call Jessica Curry or Tori Cervi at
719-578-9092 by August 26th, 2022.

Estamos emocionados, que te unas a nuestro retiro
virtual este año. Si está interesada, comuníquese con
nosotros, tan pronto como sea posible; porque el
espacio es limitado.
Para inscribirse, llame a Jessica Curry o Tori Cervi al
719-578-9092. Antes del 26 de agosto de 2022.

Tabitha Thomas--(New) Health Access Program Coordinator
Wondrous Salutations! My name is Tabitha (she/her pronouns). I am thrilled to have become a new member to the
squad and am zealous to meet everyone. The characters here have been so welcoming and I eagerly await seeing
more smiling faces and making many amusing memories here.
I’m a Gemini and it shows. I love cute and bright things but also exotic and bizarre. Kawaii themed but a proud
tarantula owner and species conservation breeder. My hobbies primarily include snowboarding, hiking, photography,
car enthusiast, Dungeons & Dragons (TTRPG), sending snail-mail, reading, and creative writing. I have novels in the
works and several short stories. I classify myself as a humorous and quirky individual with a fascination for all things
Japan.
I have a strong impulse to educate and support others. I offer a judgement free and safe space to both clients and
fellow workers. Giggles are free, chuckles are anonymous, and laughter is unanimous. Here to boast everyone and
work diligently to aid anyone who seeks it.

PAST EMPLOYEE VOLUNTEERS FOR THE SCHN REGIONAL COUNCIL
Hello, my name is Melissa Bernstein-Liñan. Up until January of this year, I had been an employee of Colorado Health Network for 6 and a half years.
I have dedicated myself to nonprofit and mental health centered work for the past 17 years through volunteer work with
the Rainbow Pride Youth Alliance in college from 2005 through 2010, in-patient treatment/direct care work from 2011
through 2015, and as a case manager, intern, and licensed behavioral health clinician with CHN from 2015 to 2022.
In January, I moved on to work as a primary therapist and family preservation specialist for Kids Crossing (Pueblo office),
a local nonprofit foster care agency. My heart has always brought me back to working with underrepresented communities and specifically working with LGBTQAI++ communities and families. I am excited to contribute my unique experience, dedication and knowledge to support Colorado Health Network through the SCHN Regional Council.
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https://www.facebook.com/SouthernCHN

Saturday, August 27th,
2022, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Cheesman Park in
Denver, Colorado
Festival For Life: AIDS Walk & Run Colorado is Colorado’s oldest HIV and AIDS fundraising event. This event has grown
and shifted since it began more than 30 years ago as AIDS Walk Colorado, always seeking to meet the evolving needs of
people impacted by HIV, their families and communities.
Since its inception, the core mission has not changed: to this day, thousands of people from across Colorado join together
as a community to raise money for organizations that provide vital services to people living with or at risk of acquiring HIV.
Last year, due to COVID-19 restrictions, the entire Festival For Life event was held virtually. This year, we are excited to be
able to once again offer an in-person Festival For Life experience.
The 2022 Festival For Life takes place Saturday, August 27, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cheesman Park in Denver. This outdoor event will include a display of panels from the AIDS Memorial Quilt, the annual Diva Dash, a volleyball tournament,
the Oasis Brunch Garden, free health screenings, and booths from partner agencies and vendors.
To register for the event, go to www.coloradohealthnetwork.org/events/festival-for-life .

ANNUAL BAR WARS FUNDRAISER FOR CHN, JULY 16
This high-energy mixology contest brought together bartenders from
Denver’s top LGBTQ+ and allied bars for three rounds of fast-paced
competition to see who will emerge victorious for their style, flair and
flavor.
Each round, individuals will have the opportunity to taste beverages
from every bar and vote for their favorites with cash or Venmo at
each bar station. All funds raised benefit CHN’s programs and services
In addition to being a whole lot of fun, Bar Wars is an important
source of funding for Coloradans impacted by HIV. Funds raised through Bar Wars will benefit vital support programs
such as healthcare, nutrition support, housing, and more.
#VYBE Bar, located at 1027 N. Broadway in Denver, is the host bar and the event runs from noon to
3 p.m. To register for Bar Wars, go to www.coloradohealthnetwork.org/events/bar-wars/ .

Access Point Pueblo

Free, sterile supplies available for those
who need them. Tuesday & Thursday
10am-12:00pm & 1:30pm-4:00pm

Southern Colorado Health Network

719-621-1105
SCHN CS: 1301 S. 8th St. Color ado Spr ings, CO 80905
Phone: 719/578.9092
SCHN Pueblo: 807 Nor th Gr eenwood St., Suite 200 Pueblo, CO 81003

Sign Up for Our E-Newsletter!
Are you interested in receiving the Positive
Press through e-mail? If so, please contact
your Case Manager to be added to our e-mail
list! You’ll get the newest Positive Press in the
fastest way possible, and you’ll save some

Phone: 719/621.1105
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